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Drafting Statutes and Rules: Pedagogy, Practice, and Politics

Practicing attorneys frequently engage in statutory, regulation, and rule drafting whether it be drafting corporate
governance documents, crafting legislative initiatives for non-profit clients, or engaging with highly regulated
industries. Despite increasing need for such skills in law practice, the drafting of statutes, ordinances,
regulations, and rules (for public laws or governance of non-governmental entities) remains one of the least
common law school subjects. Commonly, instruction focuses on the repercussions of poorly written statutes or
rules, on the courts’ efforts at application and interpretation of statutory language, and on scholarly criticism of
statutes. Instead, law schools should teach students and practitioners how to better draft statutes and similar
documents to avoid confusion, ambiguities, disagreements, and litigation.

Duquesne University School of Law's 2016 legal writing conference offers attendees an opportunity to hear from
academicians who teach how to write statutory materials, practitioners who craft statutes and similar rules, and
other scholars who study all forms of legislation. Lawyers representing corporate and non-profit clients, as well
as those practicing in highly regulated areas of law, will find this program helpful in developing both skills in the
art of statutory and rule drafting, and in learning about resources available to clients in need of such drafting.

Attendance at the one-day conference, on Saturday, December 3, 2016, will be free for presenters, Duquesne
faculty, and $50 for non-presenters with an academic or government affiliation; other attendees will be charged
$125 for the full-day conference or $50 for those attending only the afternoon sessions. We anticipate offering
continuing legal education credit of four hours for attorneys attending the entire conference; attendees may also
register for the afternoon sessions for two hours of credit. Duquesne will provide free on-site parking to
conference attendees. The conference will begin 9:00 a.m. with a welcoming breakfast and reception at the
Duquesne University School of Law for persons attending the full day of the conference, followed by two hours
of presentations. We will provide a catered, on-campus lunch for full-day or afternoon session attendees,
followed by two hours of presentations, ending at approximately 3:30 p.m. We will then host a closing reception
for full-day attendees, in the “Bridget and Alfred Pelaez Legal Writing Center,” the home of Duquesne’s LRW
program.

Pittsburgh is an easy drive or short flight from many cities. To accommodate persons wishing to stay over in
Pittsburgh on Friday or Saturday evenings, Duquesne is arranging for a block of discounted rooms ($144 per
night) at the Marriott City Center hotel adjacent to campus, within walking distance of the law school and
downtown Pittsburgh. We will also provide attendees with information about the Pittsburgh area’s attractions,
including our architectural treasures, museums, shopping, and sporting events. To register for the conference
and review the conference agenda, information about hotel accommodations and other materials, please visit the
conference webpage at http://law.duq.edu/events/drafting-statutes-and-rules-pedagogy-practice-and-politics.
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